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COMPOST TOILET SPECIALISTS




Management instructions for the COMPUS COMPACT toilet

www.natsol.co.uk

Dear Customer,

Thank you for purchasing our COMPUS COMPACT toilet. By following the user guide below your compost toilet should operate with the minimum of maintenance for many years. 

Overview

The COMPUS COMPACT toilet is a ventilated, urine separating box toilet. In the strict sense it is not a composting toilet because composting is not completed inside the toilet but in an outdoor composting facility which you could construct in line with our specification. The toilet separates urine from seated users. Solids enter the removeable inner container which should be lined with a biodegradable corn starch bag, as supplied, for ease of emptying. Wood shavings, sawdust or similar carbon based “soak” material are added on each occasion when the user deposits solids in the toilet. No addition is necessary if only urinating. 

Using your composting toilet

Defecation: 

Use the toilet in the same way you would a WC. After you have finished add a handful of soak material to the inner container. This should be kept in a container in the toilet cubicle. 

Toilet paper can be dropped into the inner container of the toilet - OR you could, to reduce the rate at which the inner container fills, place this in a separate waste bin fitted with a with biodegradable liner and empty this into the same outdoor composting facility. There is a risk, however, with this course of action, that users will place general rubbish including sanitary towels in this bin. 

No other types of waste should enter the toilet. Sanitary towels should be disposed of separately to a rubbish bin. Paper hand towels, if used, can be added to the outdoor composting facility.

Urination only:

For the urine separation to work males must sit to urinate. Alternatively you may wish to supply a standard wall mounted ceramic urinal and connect it into the urine waste from the toilet. If you decide to do this we suggest you consult us about the details as the best way to do this is not how a plumber would normally go about it. 

Some women may find the urine separation less than perfect. If so, ask us, it can be adjusted.

It is not necessary to add soak material to the vault if you have only urinated. Simply close the lid! The toilet lid should always be left in the closed position as failure to do so could compromise the toilet ventilation system and will increase the likelihood of flies entering the vault.

NB. Another way of dealing with urine from males in an outdoor private toilet is to supply a “pee can”. This normally consists of a 5 litre liquids container with a funnel. You could use the collected urine on a garden compost heap, particularly one which is high in woody materials, or diluted and used as a plant feed. You need to be aware that a pee can may smell.

Hand cleansing: 

You may have been supplied with a waterless hand disinfectant dispenser. Please read the instructions for use if supplied. 
Management of the toilet

Apart from normal good hygiene practice of cleaning external surfaces, as you would a conventional WC, your COMPACT toilet needs little day to day maintenance. The pedestal is designed to minimize fouling in normal use.

At each use

Check that the inner container has not filled close to its rim with solids and wood shavings. If it is getting close to this point inform the owner or take action yourself as described below. 

Weekly Procedures

Periodically you should check the urine separating plate situated on the front internal face of the toilet pedestal. Remove any solid matter or paper that may have adhered to the plate by spraying with a non-chlorine cleaning solution and using a suitable brush kept for this purpose.  

Check that the soak bin [if situated in the cubicle] is full. Wood shavings OR sawdust make good soak material for a COMPACT toilet. Chopped barley straw is a very good soak material as it assists rapid decomposition. With barley straw, in particular, manure worms could be introduced into the outdoor composting facility and will speed up decomposition. They can usually be found in animal manure and rich garden compost heaps. Shredded paper should also work well.

If a ceramic, wall mounted male urinal has been fitted in the toilet cubicle clean this with a non-chlorine cleaning solution and flush with approximately a litre of clean water. 

Emptying the toilet and other maintenance
The frequency of emptying solids depends on the amount the toilet is used. In any event solids should be emptied once every couple of months even if the container is not full.  

Wearing gloves [supplied] insert the aluminium tent peg [also supplied] through the hole in the front wall of the pedestal and push back whilst lifting the front of the pedestal. The separating plate should swing back and the pedestal should rest back against the rear wall of the cubicle.

Use more soak as necessary to cover the solid wastes in the trug and gather together the edges of the biodegradable liner over the contents. Lift out the entire trug with liner and contents. Carry outside and empty into your composting facility. Do not attempt to lift the contents out of the trug using the neck of the liner. This may tear and deposit the contents on the floor or ground! If necessary clean the trug using a small amount of water and a brush kept strictly for this purpose and empty this water into the composting facility too.
Fit a new biodegradable liner into the trug and before replacing it in the toilet check to see that the base box of the toilet is clean. If not, use a bucket of water and the same brush to clean out the container. Tip the waste water into the box. This will simply flow away to the urine soakaway. Rinse with clean water.

Once or twice a year it is advisable to check and clean the back inlet gully between the toilet and the soakaway. The black inner section lifts out but be careful to re-insert this correctly.

If you have a fan driven vent check to see if the fan is still running. If the fan runs but there are noticeable odours it may be that the pipe has become blocked with spiders’ webs. This could happen with a passive vent too though it would usually take several years. Use a flue brush to clean through after switching off and removing the fan, if fitted.

Management of the composting facility

Your composting facility should have at least two chambers to allow for batch processing of solid wastes. Each chamber should be large enough to take the entire solids from at least one year’s use of the toilet. This ensures a minimum one year decomposition period before the compost is removed. To be certain that the finished compost is free of all human pathogens including parasitic worm eggs a two year decomposition period is better.

The finished compost should be used or disposed of in accordance with Environment Agency and Local Authority guidelines. 

We advise against its use on food crops with the exception of soft fruit bushes or fruit trees.
Supplies:

BIODEGRADABLE LINERS

These can be obtained from The Bin Company. The product is an 80 litre biodegradable corn starch bag available in rolls of 20.

The Bin Company [UK] Ltd:

The Colin Sanders Innovation centre, 
Mewburn Road, Banbury, 
Oxfordshire
OX16 9PA

Phone: 0845 6023 630

Fax: 01295 817601

email: info@thebincompany.com

www.thebincompany.com/contact_us.htm

HAND DISINFECTANT GEL

The product is Gojo PURELL Instant Hand Sanitizer – 4 x 2 litre refills pack. Product code: 2256-04

For supplies try:-

Excalibur Chemicals Ltd, 

Dadsford Bridge Industrial Estate, 

Plant Street, Wordsley, 

Nr Stourbridge, 

DY8 5SY

Phone: 01384 400690  

Fax: 01384 402223  

Email: sales@hand-cleaners.co.uk
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